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Black Avalanche is a vivid account of 
the world’s strangest pit disaster. This 
book is written by a husband and wife 
team who interviewed the survivors 
and rescue workers involved in this 
terrible disaster. 
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Death Ride to Fenchurch Street and 
Other Victorian Railway Murders 

Glencoe, the Infamous Massacre 
1692 

Never has there been a pit disaster to compare in terms of human
courage and human error with that which overwhelmed Knockshinnoch
Castle Colliery, in New Cumnock, Ayrshire, in the wet September of
1950. 
 
Black Avalanche is written by the famous husband and wife team,
Arthur and Mary Sellwood, who learnt the truth about the disaster from
the men and women who experienced this horrific disaster first hand.  
 
This book details each stage of the rescue and reports the reactions of
those trapped underground. Black Avalanche tells the story of the men
who lived their lives underground and of the women who feared for their
safety. Finally, Arthur and Mary Sellwood illustrate how tragedy and
disaster can unite people, regardless of their class, age or gender, as
they struggle to cope with the situations they find themselves in. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Arthur and Mary Sellwood first met in a police court, as journalists
from rival newspapers covering a crime story. Black Avalanche was
one of their most famous publications. They have also written Death
Ride to Fenchurch Street and Other Victorian Railway Murders.  

 

MARKETING, PUBLICITY, PRESS

 An exciting new edition of a classic text 

 A detailed and concise account of the events that occurred in 
September 1950 

 Black and white photographs bring the text to life 

 Reviews in the Cumnock Chronicle and Ayrshire Post 

 Feature review in the Sunday Post 
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